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The Topic of This Month

Where the US presidential election is heading for

With four months to go until the US presidential election day, the incumbent Donald Trump is ready to
square off with the former vice-president and the presumptive Democratic nominee, Joe Biden in the
runoff, but many Americans have been discouraged by Mr. Trump’s recent behaviors including his
handling of the coronavirus pandemic, his way of economic management and his discriminatory
comments. The world is paying attention to the US presidential election as the next leader of the world’s
largest economy and the military superpower is sure to wield influence on the world of tomorrow.

US presidential election under the coronavirus pandemic

US voters will cast ballots for a presidential candidate on 3 November with votes tallied on _the same day.
Presidential and vice-presidential nominees of each party will be formally appointed at the national
convention in August, and televised debates between two presidential nominees are planned from
September to October.

The head-to-head match between the Republican president, Donald Trump and the Democratic
challenger, Joe Biden is drawing the world’s attention amid the chaos of coronavirus pandemic, serious
recessions and the emergence of protectionism, as the election that decides the next leader of the world’s
economic and military superpower is sure to have a big influence on the world of tomorrow.

A point of issue is coronavirus pandemic and racial discrimination

The new coronavirus is resurging in the US with new cases hitting a record high. In particular,
a number of states in the south such as Florida and Texas that scrambled to resume economic
activity, have recently emerged as new Covid-19 hotspots, forcing their governors to reverse
course on easing lockdowns and holding the current administration to account.

President Trump has also come under heavy attack for the handling of civil unrest following
the killing of George Floyd, an unarmed black man by a white police officer in Minneapoalis,
Minnesota on 25 May. This blunder has also become one of major campaign issues.

We never know who will win the election until the last moment
When we look at the results of the past presidential elections, it seems the incumbent president
gains an advantage over the opponent thanks to his strong name recognition and enormous
wealth, while it is said that he tends to fail in the re-election when the economy is stagnant and
his approval rating is declining. The US economy was booming until the beginning of this year
but turned for the worse later due to the coronavirus outbreak, and Mr. Trump’s poll numbers
have dropped sharply accordingly. Criticism over his poor handling of the economic fallout, the
public health crisis and the civil unrest following the killing of George Floyd is likely to hurt his
reputation, weaning himself off from unaffiliated voters as well as those in the Rust Belt which
supported him_in the previous election. However, given that the former vice-president hasn’t
shown his presence yet and Mr. Trump still has a room to launch new measures, we still don't
know which candidate will win. We can't take our eyes off from the election campaign until the
last moment.
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